Resisting welfare to build Aboriginal success

Conference looks to build capacity for Aboriginal economic independence
By SHAWN BELL
Margaret Dumkee, head of
Aurora College’s Business
Development Program, was
amazed when she first read
Calvin Helin’s book Dances
with Dependency: Out of poverty through self-reliance. As
head of a program teaching
business skills to mostly Aboriginal students from across
the NWT, Dumkee said the
book resounded with what her
program had been trying to
instill in its students for years:
the need to start looking after
their own communities by
developing economic opportunities and creating jobs.
So Dumkee was delighted
when a chance email inviting
Helin to be the guest speaker
at the program’s conference
on Aboriginal business was
accepted; even more delighted when Helin cut his
speaking fee from $50,000 to

“How long are we prepared to leave the plight of Aboriginal children and youth in the
unkind hands of the welfare trap? How many more families need to fall as casualties of a
fatal ‘welfare syndrome,’ one that is literally stealing the lives and hopes of our future generations? We have to shake off the apathy of what has become an all too comfortable ‘cloak
of welfare’ and act to fix the problems now.”
- Calvin Helin, Dances with Dependency

Calvin Helin
$5,000 to accommodate the
college’s limited budget.
“I think it is really time for
the people who claim this as
their land to start taking control, to make the North able
to manage itself,” Dumkee
said. “That’s why it is so important to have someone like
Helin come here. He’s a lawyer, knows about business,
but he is also very in touch

with his Aboriginal roots. He
speaks a lot about where he
came from, about the lessons
his grandparents taught him.
There is an authenticity there
that is very valuable.”
Helin, a member of the
Tsimshian Nation from
northern British Columbia
and president and CEO of a
range of companies, will be
the keynote speaker at the
college’s one day conference
on March 22. Called Breaking the chain: Achieving Sustainable Independence, the
conference brings a diverse
range of leaders together
to discuss what needs to be

done to build self-sufficiency
and independence in Aboriginal communities and populations across the North.
Helin’s book, Dances with
Dependency, on the plight
of Aboriginal people and the
need for self-reliance, has
sold over 35,000 copies in
Canada and recently been
re-released in the USA.
Helin will be joined by
Darrel Beaulieu, President
and CEO of Denedeh Investments, Steven Nitah, Chief
of Lutsel K’e Dene First
Nation, and Michael Miltenberger, Deputy Premier of
the NWT at the conference.

The conference, organized
as part of Aurora College’s
Business Development program, has involved students in
the planning and organization
from day one. Students picked
the name, helped identify the
main theme, and now are finishing the last minute details
of organizing something of
this nature for the first time.
“It is very much a learning experience for all of us,”
Dumkee said.
Besides the experience of
organizing an event like this,
Dumkee said the main goal is
to expose students to the ideas
people like Helin, Beaulieu,

Nitah and Miltenberger will
bring to the conference, and
make them realize they are the
future leaders of the North.
“Hopefully this will get the
conversation going,” Dumkee
said. “Unless the people who
live here develop the skills to
manage the resources here,
other people will continue to
walk all over them.”

Grandfather changes to health benefits, seniors tell government
By SHAWN BELL
The Fort Smith Seniors’
Society has a solution for
the impasse between NWT
seniors and the territorial
government on health care
benefits: grandfather any
changes so current seniors
are not affected.
The seniors’ society made
the suggestion during a
consultation meeting with

the GNWT’s department of
Health and Social Services in
Fort Smith on March 2.
Seniors across the NWT
were largely responsible for
killing the proposed changes
to supplementary health
benefits when the government first went public with
its plan in 2008-2009.
Now the GNWT is in the
process of consulting with

stakeholders as it prepares
another attempt to change
the system of governmentfunded health care benefits
in the territory.
Fort Smith Seniors’ Society President Leon Peterson
had a strong message for
the government following
the meeting, emphasizing that seniors have not
changed their attitude to-

A YOUTH ACTION THEATRE PROJECT
“TEXT THE TOWN”
Uncle Gabe’s Youth Centre has started a program called “Text The
Town”, this program will be dealing with youth topics and how to take
certain scenarios and create a solution and not a problem. We will be
performing arts through our topics, youth are given a chance to change
the outcome of the situation to a better conclusion. We will continue to
act out and change the plot until everyone feels that the ending is good.
Since there is going to be certain topics of discussion due to adolescence
we will need permission from the parents/guardians.

ward benefits at all.
“As it stands now our
preference is to leave (the
health care benefits plan)
as it is,” Peterson said.
“But if there is going to be
a change, (grandfathering)
it in is as far as we’re willing to go.”
Currently, all seniors
over the age of 60 receive
full funding for all medical benefits, ranging from
pharmaceuticals to dental
coverage.
The government’s 20082009 proposal would have
seen high-income bracket
seniors pay for a portion of
those benefits.
That idea was widely opposed, forcing the government
to scrap the entire supplementary health care changes

motion and start over.
At the time, Health and
Social Services (HSS) said
changes to the system were
necessary to help cover
low-income residents who
currently have no coverage
through the government and
no third-party insurance.
But the cost of paying for
benefits for all seniors has
also been growing at over
eight per cent per year, according to the HSS presentation given to the seniors’
society.
That is largely due to
an increase in the number
of seniors in the NWT, a
number projected to skyrocket across the entire
country in the near future
as baby boomers hit retirement age.

As for the Fort Smith
Seniors’ Society, the only
possible way its members
will accept change to the
system is if it does not affect them directly.
The proposal to “grandfather” any changes, commencing April 2010, would
essentially mean anyone
over the age of 60 now
would continue to have full
coverage, while anyone
under the age of 60 would
have to deal with whatever
new system the government implements.
HSS will return to Fort
Smith on April 1 for a follow-up consultation with
the Seniors’ Society. Peterson said he expects a large
turnout of seniors for the
meeting.

Pornography investigation in Smith
A Fort Smith resident
is being investigated for
alleged child pornography
charges.
While RCMP would not
comment on the case or
provide a name of the per-

son under investigation,
Corporal Scott Young said
he expects to have more
details on the case by the
end of this week.
“There is an investigation, but no charges have

been laid,” Young said.
Young also assured there
is no danger to the public.
“There is nothing for the
public to be alarmed about
at this point in time,” he
said.

Pelican Rapids
Golf & Country Club
Annual General
Meeting
When: March 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30
Where: Uncle Gabe’s Friendship Centre in the gym
Ages: 12 to 19
Facilitator: Crystal Benwell
Youth Coordinator: Amy Harris
For further information or how to sign up, please contact
Amy Harris at 872-3004 from 1:00-5:00pm.
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