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Dependence of Aboriginal

Communities

ALVIN HELIMN, A MEMBER
OF THE TSIMSHIAN MATION
FEOM THE NOBRTHERN
BRITISH COLUMBLA COMMUNITY
OF LAX EWALAAMS (Port Simpson)
has written & book looking at the
growing First Mations: community
dependence on government money
Dhaneed with Depevicdence looks at the
upcoming collision of the First Mations
dependency on a declining tax base. "Indian
groups are going to have 1o do whar they
need to do to break the cycleof dependence
and create an-economy, and the firscstep
is to fake owpership of the problem,”

says Calvin

First Wations communities currently
recetve transfer payments of up to 518
billion annually’ for Ggoiooo Inoit and
Indian Canadians. The fastest growing
sagment of the Canadian population 15 the
Aboriginal demographic.

The hook explains® that the corrent
system 18 unsustainable gven that baby
Foomers set to retire will reduce their

-ontribution to the tax base and increase

their dependancy on services such as
heatth carel “Evervone knows it; hut no
ong 15 willing to say anything” he says.
focused on

“Everyone’s attention Is

government sadrées of money rather than

on what the rest of the world relies on to

survive — husiness opportunities!”
Mr. Helinisa practicing lawyer President

af the MNative Investment and Trade

Aszociation; former: Vice President of the
Mational Aboriginal Business Association,
and Founding Director of newly formed
B.CL Qil & Gas Association

He was chosen asone of the top 40 Under
40 entrepreneurs in British Columbia
oy Vancouver based news [."I”'-“'CEI:II'!-TI.
Business in Vancouver and selected for
Topgo Under 2o national award spansored
by The Financial Post Magazine and othar
major Lanadian corporations.

Dances with Dependency 15 available
through Orca Spirit Publishing (www,

St T CHCa.com) C:
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