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DANCES WITH-DEPENDENCY

Out of Poverty Through Self-Reliance
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Demaographic Tsunami: Helin predicts its only a matter of time before the finances of the US
and Canada are swamped and unable to sustain current spending on First Nations.
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B U F F ALO N ATI 0 N S The buffala or bison was central to the Native economy and the

spiritual world view that cemented social, cultural and

palitical life. In the early nineteenth century, over 50 million
buffalo roamed the Greal Plains of the continental U5, The
enormous herds dominated the landscape with early accounts
commenting that it took five days to pass a single herd,

By 1877 as a result of a desperate attempt to settle the Plajns
Indian Mations on reservations to make way for pending railroad
developments and an insatiable settler demand for land, the
military embarked on a deliberate campaign to exterminate
the magnificant animals. The military was acutelyaware that a
substantial decline in buffalo would pose a serfous setback to the

ability of indigenous peoples to resist US expansion.

With the near extermination of the buffafo by the tum of the
century, indigenous peoples were forced to.move to reservations
where they guickly became wards af the state, Author of Dances
with Dependency, Calvin Helin, argues that subsequent LL5.
policy has continued to displace traditional means of economic

self-reliance through the widespread promotion of federal

dependency. Helin argues the solution for setting a path out of

poverty for indigenous peoples rests in e-:':.u:e;‘f.-_}.-- and promuoting
Filk ! {

a thriving private seqtar to create own-sourca/reventie streams

for First Nations cquiirmunities.
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