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TheAborigina Employment Development Program (AEDP) presented
Creating Brighter Futures: A Journey of Under standing featuring keynote
speaker CalvinHelin.

TheAEDPisapartnership between the Saskatchewan School Boards
Association and the Ministriesof Education and First Nationsand Métis
Relations. Representative Workforce Coordinator, Elodie Jordens, is
responsiblefor program planning, policy devel opment and coordinating
representativeworkforceinitiatives. Thelong-term god for theAEDPisto
Calvin Helin urges create amore representative workforce among the approximately 12,000

che)ﬂf ﬁﬁ‘; ;cs’ Start talking echersand 8,000 support staff in Saskatchewan’s school divisions.

Theevent began inthe morning with Helin speaking to school board members, government officialsand
educational partners. A member of the Tsmshian Nation and arespected lawyer, businessman and author,
Helin declared that everyoneisapart of the solution to the current economic trends and the decreasing
engagement of Aboriginal peopleintheworkforce. Explaining that theAborigina populationisthefastest
growing ethnic population inthe country, Helin aso shared histhoughtsand criticismson the conventional
approachtoAboriginal policy. An approach hefeel shas never worked.

“We haveto start talking about things,” urged Helin to the attendees. “We
haveto start talking straight to each other. My purpose hereisnot to be
sensational, but to makeadifference.”

Héelin acknowledged that education isapowerful factor inthissolutionand
onethat isimportant not just for everyone ssurvival, but for the Canadian
€conomy.

“If wearegoing to moveforward, educationisoneof thekey pillars,”
revealed Helin. “We haveto have our young people educated to the highest

leve.” _ _
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Many attendees|eft the presentation inspired and remarking that they only Helin.

wished more people could have heard Helin’ smessages.



“Cavin'spresentation wasboth inspiring and informative,” said Roy
Challis, President of theAssociation. “ By sharing hisexpertiseon
Aboriginal history and providing uswith some solid solutions, weare
onestep closer to enhancing theinvolvement of theAborigina
community inthe province' seducationa system and crestingamore
representativeworkforce.”

For the afternoon, Helin spoke with studentsfrom Vibank, SIIT,

FNUC, Miller Comprehensive High School and Scott Collegiate. Calvin Helin poses with some of
the students in his afternoon

Helinreiterated thevalueof education by tellingthestudentsthatby ~ Presentation

2017 there could be an increase of $62 billion to Canada' s GDPif the entire educational gapiserased.
Hélin thenwent through somemotivating tipsfor achieving personal success.

» Usesports/hobby asatool

e Aimhigh

* Practisediscipline

* Learntofocus

*  Expecttowork hard

* Havemannersand respect

*  Warriorshave® strong minds’
* Return=Effort

Hédinfinished hispresentation by having the sudents shout “Wa Wah” (which means* Just doit!”)
loudly. Studentsthen had the opportunity to ask Helin any questionsthey had. Thisquestion period
proved most rewarding and emotionally moving as

the studentstook the opportunity to ask Helin seriousand

persond questionsincluding:

*  How wouldyou changethe current government policy?
» What can| do asanon-Aboriginal personto help?
» How canl encourage my family to get off welfare?

Attendees for Calvin Helin’s morning Calvin Helin signs copies of his book,
presentation included school board Dances with Dependency.

members, educational partners and

government officials.



