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B.C. First Nations business leader Calvin Helin had some refreshing, if obvious,
advice when we asked him bist summer what would get the embatded commurmty on its fi-
nancial feet; “Indian groups are going w have to do what they need to do tnorder to break
the cycle of dependence and ereate an econonyy,” said the president of the Natve Investment
and Trade Association, lrworked for the Osoyoos Indian Band, which today rakes inannu-
al revenues of 513 million, thanks 1o 4 no-nonsense chicfand an awand-winning winery.

But what sounds good in theory isn't necessarily smoath in practice. As vou'll read in this
rmcinth’s “Board polities,” p. 56, the Squamish Nation, like the Osoyoos Tndian Band, is busy
following Helin's advice to break the eyvele of dependence and ereate an economy. Only this
time, no one’s applauding.

The First Nation struck its own strategy to maise some much-needed cash and spur coo-
nomic developent; core 2008, ic plans toereet 13 massive billboards on reserve land along
the Lions Gate, Second Narrows and Burrard Swreet bridges. Band leaders say no amount
of public kacking and sereaming will change that, In fact, they don’tneed ]Jtlbilt approval.

Award-winning Vancouver writer Damel Wood mkes vs behind the scenes where the
hested discusstons and frank debates took place, and ralks wo the players behind the plan thae's
sparked mass public outrage. Don™ miss it

Yo'l also want to ke the opportunity 1 get to know the sharp dresseron this month's
cover, Chris Zimmerman isn't exactly a howsehald name in B.C business circles, but he
should be. The new CEO of Orea Bay is the hoss of the beloved Canncks, and he's got the
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IN APRIL...From SFYs flashy new downtown
campus to UNBC's woodsy Prince George site, don't miss
our rundown of the MBA cptions offered in B.C.

PLUS...Ken Dobell on sipping wine, tackiing
homelessness and life after 65; 1
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